


rs 


a 


TCV fF = w= OO &@ 


—”- ~~ FF SES & 











“~— 


-—. 
— 


Y I he fa, 
Y/ UY. ff; ip, y 
MjypptseZe nn 
eZ EEE ° 
Azz ee 


_ 


o- 


-” 
a = 


7 ae eee 








—_—_— 
_ 
-——— = -_—— — — 


J 
3 ee 
a 


—— =. 





—_<—- 





ae 
—— 


CATHOLIC TINEL. 


Ei 45 @eic tarde judiv, cig xab” hutiv ;—s1 DEUS PRO NOBIS, QUIS CONTRA NOS 1—IF GOD BE FOR US, WHO 18 AGAINST US !—~-ROM. Vill, XXXI. 


es 








mo 





VOL. I. 





The JESUIT; Published weekly, (to appear eve- 
ry Saturday,) by WILLIAM SMITH; 
for the Proprietors, at $8 per annum, in advance. 
All Communications must be post paid, and directed 
te the Eni1rors of the ‘‘ Jesurr,’’ Boston, Mass. 

’ The object is to explain, diffuse and defend the Prin- 
ciples of the Ow, Hoty, Caruouic and AposTotic 
Guurcu. 





OFFICE......004 No. 75, Kilby Street. 





Motives of credibility drawn from the personal 
Charaeter of Jesus Christ, considered as indepen- 
dent of the relations of the Prophets. 


Hituerro we have considered Jesus Christ 
identified with the Messiah who was promised 
and sent as the Saviour of mankind—as fore- 
told by the prophets. We have now to con- 
sider him in a new relation, as a man who was 
known only by himself, and of whose coming 
the world is supposed to have had no notice 
when he appeared: as a man, who unexpect- 
edly made his appearance in Judea, and said 
to its astonished inhabitants—* I come on the 
part of God who sent me, in order to give you 
and to all mankind a new law, much more 
perfect than’ that formerly given to your fa- 
thers by Moses in the desert, of which new 
law that of Moges was only a figure, and as it 
were a faint outline—I come to reconcile the 
world with God through my mediation, to 
ransom mankind by the merits of my death, to 
sanctify and save them by my grace, ke. &c.”’ 

Such is the point of view in which we are 
henceforward to consider Jesus Christ, & en- 
ter into a strict examination of the proofs that 
he has given of what he has advanced respect- 
ing the divinity of his mission, and the grand 
objects of that mission; and we have no hes- 
itation in saying by anticipation, that we shall 
be. obliged to take him at his word, or re- 
nounce all claims to good faith, or good sense. 

As the sun, in order to prove its existence, 
has only to manifest itself to the wondering 
eye of man, and the ocean of light that ema- 
nates from its surface, can be seen only 
through itself, or known in itself; as at the 
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moment it appears in the horizon, it must be 
acknowledged to be the most beautiful, and 
brilliant of the stars of the firmament, the 
splendor of the world, the. soul and the 
life of nature, that receives from it all its fecun- 
dity; in the same manner Jesus ‘Christ had 
only to shew himself, in order to convince 
the world who he was, and how extensive his 
power: it is not only by the light that ema- 
nates from him, or from the .brilliancy of his 
character alone, that he can be known; his 
virtues, his doctrine, his miracles manifest 
him at once, not only as the first and the 
greatest of mankind, but as the God-Man, the 
soul of the spiritual world, the light and the 
life of souls, and the principle of their spiritual 
fecundity. It was necessary that he should 
have announced himself to the world by his 
prophets, it was enough for him to have come; 
and if it had been his will to have announced 
himself so many centuries before his having 
appeared, it was first and principally because, 
wishing to save all mankind, as well those 
who preceded as those that followed him, and 
because no one could be saved but by their 
faith in him, it became... necessary that he 
should have been known to, the former by 
his prophets, and to the latter by. his own 
works. And secondly—to inspire the human 
race with a desire to see him, and to console 
them in their miseries: with the hope that 
they should one day enjoy that blessing.— 
What must be the sensations of a man previ- 
ously unacquainted with the doctrine of the 
christian religion, on reading the books of 
the evangelists? It must appear to him most 
wonderful—that nothing was ever heard, or 
seen so extraordinary, and that it surpassed 
all human belief. « 
If such a man were told that it could be 
clearly proved to-him, that every thing relat- 
ed in these booke is exactly and literally true; 
that the: facts are-so strongly® attested, and 
the proofs so conclusive; that it would be 
impossible for a man of sound i 


und understanding 
to deny his aasént to them—whut would he | of the 


say? He would immediately say that Jesus 









‘man, of the laws which he has, given them, 





Christ is unquestionably. the; greatest! man. 
that the world ever produced, thet he waa 
sent by God to point out té man the’ way to 
happiness, that the most preeiods gift. ever 
granted by God to his creatures;wasto have 
sent that most wonderfel man; were:he,even 
to be considered as nothing more than’man. 
Let us then examine ifthe books. of the 
ospels, which are. the chistory ~of Jesus 
hrist, are marked by those/characters-which 
have an undoubted right to challenge our 
absolute belief, a belief the most complete, 
the most ipeontestable, and truly universal. 
If they should be found deficient in these 
essential, these capital poifts, it is but just 
that they should be rejected. If —— be 
ained, all is gained: if lost, let all be lost. 
I'the truth of the recital of the evangelists 
be incontestable, Jesis Christ was‘Una 
tionably the envoy of God to mat; invested. 
with an authentic aad public character, to 
instruct and dispense to: him:a- holy. daw, in 
the name and by the authority of God. 
A man, the Saviour and the Redeemer—in a 
word, God himself. ; 
Should the history of the evangelists be 
questionable, all the bedeervehvinen wm by 
the christians are unfounded, and fall to the 
ground; all the superstructure of their reli- 
gion crumbles into at and disappears, 
and Jesus Christ has none of the chatacters 
attributed to him by the christians, Let us 
examine this point with a fidelity and exadi- 
nesg of scrutiny, corresponding to the dignity 
and impertance of the subject. 
- 








On the truth, the authenticity, and Divinity of the 
books of the Evangelists, or the history of Jesus 
Christ. 


Att the characters of authenticity of 
and of divinity, which the Mott tace vooatl 


desire in a book which includes the’ deposi 
ofthe mysteries which God has revealed te. 
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them, of the alliance which he has contracted 
with them, in a word, of all their religion; 
—all the characters of divinity that man could 
desire, in a book which contains those sacr 
and precious monuments, are found admiga 
united in the books of the evangelists; 
history of Jesus Christ; >» 
say, more singular in their ‘ even 
those of the Old Testament, contain more 
proofs of their truth, apticnohy, nd divi- 
nity, than are sufficient te\convince the most 
incredulous: for by,their means, man has 
dge~of important truths, 
, morever could have 
formed anidea, if th boks had not existed. 
The books of the gospel, whether taken in 
their great outline, or in their details form a 
history, the most authentic that has been 
ever written. The facts related therein bear 
the stamp of a certainty, much superior to 
that of any of the most universally received 
in profane history: so much, so, thet it may 
be said, that the Objects presented ito our 










sight cannot sfpike as'with a stronger convic- 


tion than what the evangelists have recorded 
of Féstis Chirist. 

In order to prove that what the christians 
believe with respect to the person of Jesus 
Christ, the divinity of his mission, and the 
great objects of that mission, it will be suffi- 
cient to shew that the books of the gospel 
challenge-such a degree of certitude taken as 
merely: historical, human documents, as puts 


them beyond all suspicion, or possibility of 


errer; but it would be an unpardonable omis- 
sion to stop at that point; it will be necessa- 
ry:and indipensable, that besides their being 
thé most undoubted of all human documents, 
we'shall prove them to have been written by 
the inspiration of God. 





Proofs of the truth and authenticity of the books of 


the Gospel, drawn from the rules of criticism. 


First—lIt is an acknowledged fact that the 
books of the gospel and christianity appeared 
atthe same time: two apostles of Jesus Christ, 
St..Matthew and St. John, wrote two; St. 
Mark and St. Luke, of whom the first was a 
disciple of St. Peter, and the second of St. 
Paul, wrote the two others. In all ages 
these’ books have been found in the possession 
of the christians; they have come from hand 
to hand, from the time of the apostles down to 
the present; they have been cited and refer- 
red to from age -to age, in every historical 
raonument that has been written ever since. 
The authentic acts by which each generation 
handed down the sacred deposit of these books 


to the next, are found in these monuments— 


thet stradition has never been interrupted. 
As the course of a river which can be traced 
bpats banks from the sea to its source, and 


back from the source to the sea, with the 
same facility can we trace from the present 
tumes upwards, and from the apostles again 


dowawards, the origin of this tradition. 


Secondly—The authors of the history of 
Jesus Chiist were not only contemporaries 
ofthe divine Saviour, and of the events which 
they relate, but two of them, St. Matthew 
and St, John, had been witnesses of these 
events; they attest, with respect to the word of 


life, (making use of the words of the latter 


what they had seen with their eyes, what they 
had heard with their ears, and what they had 









ithem, wrote their history in a short time, or 


and St. 


touched with their hands. St. Mark and St. 








lto such a bold assertion? It would unques- 
tionably have been, that Jesus Christ did not 
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Third The evangelists, at least twdne 
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their history, at a time when the events they 
recorded could not be unkpown if true, nor 
believed if false; at a time when the whole 
world would have been raised up against 
them, and exclaimed against their imposture, 
if their recital had been ‘unfaithful. To 
have. ed those books tothe Jews at 
the time of which we speak, was the same.as 
calling them to bear testimony of the.truth 
of what they advanced; it was saying to those 
people—these things you know as well as we; 
these miracles have been wrought in the 
midst of you; this doctrine has been preach- 
ed to you; these parables and these prophe- 
cies have been addressed to you by Jesus 
Christ. The evangelists must then have 
been assured, that the facts could not be con- 
tested, otherwise they must have been the 


mankind. 

Fourth—The Jews have never dared to 
contend the veracity of the events contained 
in the books of the gospel, although from 
their preceding conduct they had a most par- 
ticular interest to make them appear, if not 
false, at least doubtful. In this instance, 
there are three essential points which merit 
particular consideration. 

First—That the evangelists and the primi- 
tive christians published those facts, only for 
the purpose of proving that Jesus Christ was 
the Messiah. 

Second—That those facts of themselves 
enforced the strongest evidence to every un- 
prejudiced man, that Jesus Christ was truly 
the Messiah. 

Third—That the chief-priests, the elders, 
and the Jewish populace, not wishing to ad- 
mit Jesus Christ for the Messiah, had made 
up their minds on this point, without regard 
to the consequences. What then remained 
for the Jews? What could they have done 


had asserted of Jesus Christ? 
against the daring imposture? But have they 
done so? No, because the evidence of the 
testimony of their whole nation, that they 


ing absurdity. 









most impudent, as well as the most stupid of 


in such circumstances, but boldly to deny all 
that the evangelists, and all that the christians 
To exclaim 


facts was so strongly supported by the public 
dared not commit themselves to such a glar- 


he apostles, the evangelists, and the first 
christians asserted, in the face of the Jews, 
that Jesus Christ was a man of the most 
eminent sanctity, that he preached and taught 
a most holy and sublime doctrine, that he 
performed the greatest miracles, and that he 
performed them for the express purpose of 
proving that he was the Messiah, and that 
)| consequently he was the Messiah. 
What would have been the most simple, 
the most short, and the most decisive answer 





ge you assert of him—you are 
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2 ~~. [ro ‘SE CONTINUED.] 








almost immediately, after a — of oe —e an 
Christ, whilst the events which they recounte pe —— 
were yet recent, made a great noe in Judea, EMQUISRT ah 

and excited general attention. They wrote a 

either in Judea, as is believed of St.\Matthew, [conTINUED PROM FAGE.RBI—No. 37 a. 

or in a country where they were surrounded a ae "Shoe 
by Jews. They wrote then and published we 


Campian renowned for science, eloquence 
and purity of morals, was martyred in her in- 
fernal reign, merely as a missioner, and a 
comforter of his brethren! Accused by a gang 
of profligates for having entered into a plot 
against the Queen,* he was racked to sucha 
degree of inhumanity, that the jailer, who was 
an eye witness to the scene observed, this: 

man will be soon stretched a half foot longer. 

hree of his Judges horrified at this brutal 

injustice retired and refused to participate in 
his judiciary murder.t} 





*How faithfully her brother-monster Robespierre 
imitated her upon the plea of securing himself and hig 
faction in power! 

+ Edmund Campian, born in London, anno 1540, and 
educated in Christ Church School, or hospital of blue 
coats, pre-eminently distinguished himself for his Classi- 
cal literature. He was selected to deliver a Latin Ora- 
tion before Queen Mary, upon her accession to the 
throne in 1558. He entered Oxford University and ob- 
tained the Degree of Master of Arts in 1564. About 
the same time, says Woop, ‘ He took Holy Orders ac- 
cording to the Church of England, from the hands of 
Richard Cheney, Bishop of Glowcester, who had en- 
couraged him in his studies. Athen. Oxon; p. 206.” 
When Elizabeth visited that University in 1566, he pro- 
nounced a Latin Oration before her also, and ‘‘ was re-- 
spondent at the public act held in her presence; on 
which occasion he acquitted himself to the great satisfac- 
tion both of the queen, and of all the University. He 
had, for some time, been very uneasy within himself, 
concerning the principles and tenets of the Church 
of England ; and the scruple growing upon him in 
the year 1568, when he was one of the proctors of 
the University, the year following he forsook that’ 
communion, notwithstanding the fair prospect he 
had of advancing himself.’? He retired to Ireland, 
and during his abode there, he had frequent conversation 
with several persons of distinction, who being great ad- 
inirers of his parts and learning, seemed to be influenced 
by him, in matters of religion. This being observed by 
some zealots of the Reformation, he was obliged to 
return privately into England. He next visited the Con- 
tinent, became a Jesuit, and owing to the frightful deso- 
lation which Protestantism by the murder of the Catholic 
Clergy, and laity, the robbery and burning of churches had 
caused in his once happy, native land, he in compliance 
with the order of his Superior, revisited England as a 
Missioner. ‘‘ Soon after, he was seized in the house of 
Edward Yates, Esq. of Lyford in Berkshire, where 
he and some other Missionaries were assembled upon 
the duties of their function. He was carried in triumph 
through Abingdon, Henley and Colebrook, with a pa- 
per fixed on his hat, signifying his name, character, and 
the pretended crimes he was charged with, and commit- 
ted close prisoner in the Tower. Here he underwent a 
general persecution from the tongues and hands of his 
enemies. He suffered in his person no less than in his 
reputation, BEING SEVERAL TIMES PUT TO THE 
RACK to extort a confession of, I don’t know, what con- 
trivances were carrying on abroad against the queen und 
government!’’ ‘To such extremes of cruelty will dastard, 
ill-got, guilty power resort to secure its iniquitous ascen~ 
dency. He was of course CONDEMNED TO DIE at 
Tyburn, December 1. 1581. Camspen says that this 
execution was a stroke of policy to pacify the uation, 
which, at that time, was in a great ferment, on account 
of the Duke ol Anjou, who was then in London, paying 
his addresses to the meek and virtuous virgin } 
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Warote was likewise condemned and ex- 
ecuted! The queen offered him on on 
the scaffold, if he would acknowledge her 
spiritual supremacy! He of course refused, 
and was sacrificed. me BO. 

Who, that is acquainted with history, 1s ig- 
norant of the horrible cruelties committed in 
her reign against the Carsotics of IRELAND i* 





beth. The Protestants apprehended oy ong - — 
this marriage an end would come to thew religion. 
- Therefore,” continues Cambden, [Vide Annals Queen 
Eliz. p. 130] “ during his stay here, to take away all 
fear, which men’s minds, that religion would 
be altered, and Popery tolerated; being overcome by 
importunate entreaties, she permitted, that Edmund 
Campion aforesaid, of the Society of Jesus, Ralph 
Sherwin, Luke Kimby, and Alexander Briant, 
Priests, should be arraigned, &c. &c.—and THIs HAS 
EVER SINCE BEEN THE METHOD OF THE Minis- 
TRY IN REGARD oF CatTHouics. No s800NER 
WAS THERE ANY PROSPECT OF THEIT INTEREST 
INCREASING, BUT POLITICIANS WERE AT WORK 
TO FIX SOME DAMNABLE CONTRIVANCE UPON 
THEM IN ORDER TO RENDER THEM ODIOUS AND 
PUT A STOP TO WHAT THEY CALLED THE 
GRowTH oF Popery!!!’ And such is the fiendish 
plan adopted by heretics, even at the present day, against 
the Catholic Church and its members. How striking the 
parallel between such a course of conduct and that adopt- 
ed by the Pharisees of old against the adorable Saviour 
of the world!—The accusers of the enlightened, upright 
and martyred Campian, were a wretch named George 
Eliot, another called Slade, an apostate and formerly 
a servant in the English College at Rome, Anthony 
Mundy a profligate player, Cradock, and Norton, 
who in their rambles abroad had been entertained and 
relieved in said College! O! Reformation, foul and 
false, to what monsters hast thou given birth ! 


* «* All Popish archbishops, bishops, vicars-general, 
deans, Jesuits, monks, friars, and all other regular Po- 
ish clergy, and all Papists exercising any ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction, shall depart this kingdom before the Ist of 
May, 1698. And if any of them shall be, at any time 
after the said day, within this kingdom, they shall be 
imprisoned and remain there without bail till they 
be transported beyond the seas, out of the king’s domi- 
nions, wherever the king, his heirs, or successors, or 
chief governors of this kingdom shall think fit; and if any 
so transported, shall return again into this kingdom, 
then to be guilty of high treason, and to suffer ac- 
cordingly!!!”’ (1) 

“«Every Popish priest, who is now in this kingdom, 
shall at the next quarter sessions, to be held in the sever- 
al eounties, or counties of cities, or towns, next after 
the feast of St. John Baptist, 1704, return his name and 
place of abode, together with his age, the parish of which 
he pretends to be Popish priest, the time and place of 
his receiving Popish orders, and from whom; and shall 
then enter into recognizance, with two sufficient sureties, 
each of the penalty of fifty pounds, to be of peaceable 
behaviour, and not remove out of such county where 
his abode is, into any other part of this kingdom.”’ (2) 

‘* No Popish priest shall exercise the function, or of- 
fice of a Popish priest, but in the parish where the said 
Popish priest did officiate at the time of registering the 
Popish clergy, and for which parish also he was register- 
ed, and in no other parish whatsoever, under the pen- 
alties as any Popish regular convict is liable un- 
to.”’ (3) What an atrocious system for the extermina- 
tion of Catholicity! 

‘* Every person whatsoever, exercising the office, or 
function of a Popish priest, found in this kingdom, after 
the 24th of June, 1705, other than such as are registered 
pursuant to the above act, shall be liable to such pen- 
-alties, forfeitures, and punishments, as are imposed 
upon Popish archbishops, bishops, &c.’’ (4) 

‘‘ Every Popish clergyman coming into this kingdom 
after the Ist of January, 1703, shall be liable to such 
penalties, forfeitures and punishments, as are imposed on 
Popish archbishops, bishops, &c.’’ (5) 

‘Every Popish parish priest, that shall keep any Po- 
pish curate, assistant, or coadjator, shall lose the benefit 
of having been regi , and shail incur all the pen- 
alties of a Popish regular, and shall be prosecuted 


[1] Robins’s Abridgment of the Irish Statutes, 451. 
[2] Idem, 458. {3] Idem, 464. 
[4] Idem, 459. [5) Idem, 463, 








Who has not heard of the of cruelties Lord, or 
rather Monster Fitz-William?* Elizabeth was 


a manuscript letter can be seen in the 





as such; and every such Popish curate, assistant, or co- 
adjutor shall be deemed as a Popish regular, and 
shall be prosecuted as such.” (6) 

‘**If any Popish priest, or reputed Popish priest, or 
any person pretending t# be a Popish priest, or any de- 
graded clergyman, or any layman pretending to bea 
clergyman of the church of Ireland, as by law establish- 
ed, shall, after the 25th day of April, 1726, celebrate 
any marriage between two Protestants, or reputed 
Protestants, or between a Protestant, or reputed 
Protestant, and a Papist, such Popish priest, &c. 
shall be guilty of felony, and shall suffer death as 
a felon, without benefit of clergy, or of the sta- 
tute!t!!"? (7) 

‘© No Papist, after the 20th of January, 1695, shall be 
capable to have, or keep in his possession, or in the pos- 
sion of any other, to his use, or at his disposition, any 
horse, gelding, or mare, of the value of 51. or more ; 

if any person of the Protestant religion, shall make 
discovery thereof upon oath, to any two justices of the 
peace, or to the chief magistrate of any city, or town 
corporate, they may within their respective limits, by 
warrant under their and seals, authorize such per- 
son, in the day-time only, to search for and secure all 
such horses: and in case of resistance, to break 
open any door, and bring such horse, or horses be- 
fore them, and such discoverer, (being of the Protestant 
religion,) paying, or making tender, before such justices, 
mayor, &c. of the sum of 5/. 5s. to the owner, or pos- 
sessor of such horse, after such payment, or tender and 
refusal, the property of such horse, or horses, shall be 
vested in the person making such discovery and ten- 
der, as if the same had been bought and sold in market 
overt!!!”? (8) 

‘* All settlements, fines, common recoveries, and 
other conveyances had, or made since the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1703, of any lands, &e. by any Papist, or by any 
Protestant who turned Papist since the said 1st of Jan. 
1703, or by any such Papist with his then Protestant 
wife, who hath turned Papist as aforesaid, whereby any 
Protestant is barred of any estate, in reversion, or remain. 
der, whereunto such Protestant was intituled at the time 
of levying such fine, suffering such recovery, or making 
such coveyance, shall as to such Protestant be null 
and void.’’ (9) 

‘* All collateral and other securities, by mortgages, 
judgments, statutes merchant, or of the staple, or other- 
wise, which have been, or hereafter shall be, 
made, or entered into, tu cover, support, or secure, 
and make good any bargain, sale, confirmation, release, 
feofiment, lease, or other conveyance, contrary to 2 
Ann. Sess. 1. ¢. 6. are void to the purchaser of any the 
said Jands, or tenements in trust for, or for the benefit of, 
any Papist, as likewise to any such Papist, his heirs and 
assigns, and all such lands, &c. so conveyed, or leased, 
or to be conveyed, or leased to any Papist, or to the use 
of, or in trust for, any Papist, contrary to the said act, 
and all such collateral securities as are, or shall be made, 
or entered into, to cover, support, secure, or make good 
the same, may be sued for by any Protestant, by his 
proper action, real, personal, or mixt, founded on this 
act, in any of her majesty’s courts of law, or equity, if 
the nature of the case shall require it!!!”" 

‘* Provided any Protestant may prefer one, or more, 
bill, or bills in the chancery, or chancery of exchequer 
against any person concerned in such sale, lease, mort- 
gage, or incumbrance, and against all persons privy to 
such trust for Papists; and to compel such person to dis- 
cover such trusts, and answer all matters relating there- 
unto, as by such bill shall be required: to which bill no 
plea, or demurrer shall be allowed: but the defendant 
shall answer the same on oath at large, which an- 
swer shall be good evidence against the defendant, 
in actions brought upon this act: and that all issues, in 
any suit founded on this act, shall be tried by none but 
known Protestants !!!!°? (10) 

‘* None shall, from the said 29th of December, bury 
any dead in any suppressed monastery, abbey, or con- 
vent, that is not made use of for celebrating divine ser- 
vice according to the liturgy of the church of Ireland by 
the law established, or within the precincts thereof, up- 
on pain of ten pounds.” (11) 


* They cannot be excused upon any principle of jus- 
tice, or necessity. [Edinb. Review, Oct. No. 9. p. 156.] 








[6] Idem, 462. - [7] Tdem, 388, [8] Tdem, 450. 


[9] Idem, 460. [10] fdem,464, 5. [11] Idem, 452. } 


*« From the first of Michaelmas-Term; 1708, no Papist 
shall serve, or be returned to serve on any grand jury in 
the queen’s bench, or before justices of assize, oyer and 
terminer, or gaol delivery, pe mh ghee eon unless it 
appear to the court, that a ient number of Protes- 
tants cannot then be had for the service; and in all trials 
of issues, on any presentment, indictment, or information 
or action on statute, for any offence committed by Pa- 
pists, in breach of such laws, the plaintiff, or prosecu- 
tor may challenge any Papist returned as juror, 
and assign as a cause that he is a Papist, which 
challenge shall be allowed of !!!!°? (12) 

“* No Papist shall be gaardian unto, or have the tui- 
tion, or custody of, any orphan, or child under the age 
of twenty-one years: but the same (where the person in- 
tituled to, or having the guardianship of, such child, is, 
or shall be a Papist) shall be disposed of by chancery to 
some near relation of such orphan, &c. being a Protes- 
tant, to whom the estate cannot descend!! 

‘* If any Papist shall take upon him the guardianship, 
or tuition of any orphan, or child, contrary to this act, 
he shall forfeit 5001. to be recovered).by action of 
debt!” (18) 

“The lieutenants, &c. or the major part of them, may’ 
cause to be raised upon the Popish inhabitants, and upon 
every person who shall refuse to take the oath of abjura- 
tion, (which oath any justice of the peace may adminis- 
ter,) double the sum they should have paid by virtue 
of this act, in case they had been Protestants!!"’ (14) 

** In case such Papist shall neglect, or refuse to find 
such sufficient man he shall forfeit double the sum as. 
a Protestant should forfeit, in case such Protestant 
should neglect to attend the service of the militia, when 
thereunto required, by beat of dram, or sound of truam- 
pet, as aforesaid.’’ (15) 

‘* Leases of the premises to be made. to, Protestants 


only, at the full improved rent, without any Leas- 
es to, or in trust for Papists, or assigned to them, 


to be void, and the lesser, assignor, and » OF as- 
signee, accepting, or occupying such lands, to forfeit 
treble the yearly value!!’’ (16) 

‘* Every Papist, after the time aforesaid, shall be disa- 
bled to purchase, either in this own name, or in the name 
of any other, to his use, or in trust for him, any manors, 
lands, hereditaments, or any rents, or profits out of the 
same, or any leases, or terms thereof, other than for a 
term of years not exceeding thirty-one years, whereon a 
rent, not less than two-thirds of the improved yearly 
value, at the time of making such lease, shall be reserv- 
ed and made payable during such term!!’’ (17)... 

*« After the first of May, 1746, every marriage cele- 
brated by a Popish priest, between a Papist and any 
person who hath been, or hath professed himself, or her- 
self to be a Protestant, at any time within twelve months 
of such celebration of marriage, or between two Protes- 
tants, shall be null and void to all intents and pur- 
poses, without any process, judgment, or sentence 
of the law whatsoever.”’ (18 

‘* All Papists within this kingdom of Ireland, before 
the 1st of march next, shall discover and deliver up to 
some justice of the peace, all their arms, armor, and 
ammunition, of what kind soever in their possession ; 
and after that time, any two, or more justices of the. 
peace, within their respective limits, and all mayors, 
sheriffs, and chief officers of. cities, &c. in their liberties, 
by themselves, or their warrants, under their hands and 
seals, may search for, seize, or cause to, be searched for 
and seized, and take into their custody, all such arms, 
&c. as shall be concealed in any house, lodging, or 
er places where they suspect any such to be.’’ (19) 

‘* Two justices of peace, or the magistrate of any cor- 
poration, are empowered to summon before them an 
persons wietionre, '9,ente Ape an ee wha 
they oblige them to discover all persons have any 
wad cnanaldle contrary to law. Their refusal, or de- 


clining to appear, or, on appearing, their ” to in- 
“ete subjects them to the severest bt pel 
or peeresses are summoned, (for they may be sum- 
moned by the bailiff of a corporation of six ) to 
perform this honorable service, and they to 


inform, the first offence is 3001. penalty ; the sec- 
ond premunire, that is to say, imprisonment fi 
life, and forfeiture of all their goods. “Persons of gm 
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of Trinity-College, Dublin, wherein an officer , 
named. Lec describes these damning cruel-| 
ties. They are such, says he, that we should: 
rather expect to find them in the history of a 
Turkish Province, than in that of an English 
Province.* And yet, adds the learned Camb- 
den, Elizabeth did not believe that the grealest | 

rt of those unforlunate priests thus butchered | 
Sy the tribunals were guilty of any crime against | 
the country. Amiable woman! In a word, a; 
digest of the laws, (if the term can be thus, 

ofaned) which were passed against Catho- 
ics, and especially against Carnotic Ire- 
LAND, would form a code of oppression, unex- 
ampled in the annals of the universe, for rob- 
bery, atrocity, perfidy, slaughter, blasphemy 
and crime. { 

Bacon, in what he called his Natural His- 
tory, speaks with perhaps more than becom- 
ing gravity, of a certain magic ointment; a- 
mong other ingredients of the singular com- 

und, he mentions the fat of a boar, and of a 
cams killed during the venereal orgasm, and 
moreover, the exsudation which is collected from 
the skull of an unburied human body. He 
states that it might be hard to procure the 
two former, but as to che last mentioned, he 
dispassionately observes, it could be certainly 
found in great abundance in Ireland upon the 
human carcasses which are thrown in heaps ito 
the—sewers !!! 

T request, Sir, that you will recollect, that 





inferior order are for the first offence fined 30/. for the 
second, they too are subjected to premunire.’’ (20) ¢ 

“If any mayor, justice of peace, or other officer, 
shall t, knowingly and voluntarily to do his duty 
m execution of this act, he shall for every such neglect, 
forfeit 50/. to be recovered by action of debt; &c. one 
moiety to her majesty, &c. the other to him that will sue 
for the same.”’ (21) 

“If any Papist shall publicly teach school, or 
instruct youth in learning in any private house, or 
shall be entertained to instruct youth, as usher, or 
assistant to any Protestant school-master, he shall 
be esteemed a Popish regular clergyman, and pro- 
secuted as such, and shall incur such penalties and 
forfeitures as any Popish regular convict is liable 
unto.”” (22) What an infernal law in this Pandemoniac 
@ode! What heretical tongue can have the impiety to 
declare that the Roman Catholic Religion perpetuates 
ee Blasphemous assertion! Has not the ungodly 

eformation legalized impiety, and murder, rapine, 

and mental slavery, and al] the abominations of 
her partner—Antichrist ? 

** Any person that shall, from the first of May, know- 
ingly conceal, or entertain any such archbishop, bishops, 
&e. hereby required to depart out of this kingdom, or 
that after the said day shall come into this kingdom, 
shall, for the first offence, forfeit twenty pounds ; for 
the second, double that sum; and if he offend the third 
time, shall forfeit all his lands and tenements of 
freehold, or inheritance during his life ; and also 
his goods and chattels!!! !”’ (23) 

“The eldest son, conforming, immediately acquires, 
in the life time of his father, the permanent part, 
what our law calls the reversion and inheritance of 
the estate, and he discharges it by 3 and an- 
ntuls every sort of voluntary settlement made by the fa- 
ther ever so long before his conversion! This he may 
sell, or dispose of immediately, and alienate it from the 
family for ever!!!” (24) 

* Edin. Review, Oct. No. 9. p. 159. 

+ Cambden. Annal. Eng. Edit. 1615. Vol. 1. p. 137. 

' ¢ I think I can hardly overrate the malignity of 
the principles of the Protestant ascendency, as they 
‘ect Ireland. No country, I believe, since the 
orld began, suffered so much on account of reli- 
gion. Burke, Vol. 5. p. 282, 283. 
i pn tee : or a Natural History, Cent. X. 





in the country which bears witness to such 
inexorable persecution, it is notorious aud 
even acknowledged in Parliament, as a na- 
tural consequence of the same unslumber- 
ing, tyrannic spirit, that were the King of 
England to embrace any other religion than 
the Protestant, as established by acts of Par- 
liament, he would forfeit his crown!!!* I 
believe, in my conscience that Englishmen 
would think twice before they would attempt 
to enforce this law; but even supposing it, I 
consider it as strange indeed, that an English 
Parliament should have the incontestable 
right of dethroning an intelligent, virtuous, 
and great King, for having become a Catholic, 
and that a Catholic King should not have a 
right to punish an immoral, profligate subject 
who turned Protestant. How inconsistent can 
nations become, nay, how very ridiculous do 
they unconsciously prove themselves so to 
the world! An Englishman would satisfac- 
torily make it appear that his King has no 
right, or control over the conscience of an 
Englishman, and that if he presumed to re- 
store the primitive faith, the nation would 
have the right of making his sacred person re- 
sponsible for it; but ask this same individual; 
How then had Henry VIII. and Elizabeth more 
right over the conscience of the people in their in- 
iquitous reigns, than even George IVth. at the 
present day? How were the English at that 
epoch culpable in resisting those two Sovereigns 
who were, to all intents and purposes, tyrants 
in regard to them, according to the English 
theory? He would unhesitatingly exclaim, 
Oh! That is a quite different case. We would 
take him at his word, and say that there is a 
difference indeed; for, the patriotic and reli- 
gious people of England who opposed the ty- 
rannic and murderous heresy of Henry and 
his spurious daughter Elizabeth, justly 
grounded their resistence upon their posses- 
sion ofa holy, untransferable right of sixteen 
centuries, while the profligate impugners of 
this right, usurped a power engendered by 
blasphemy and lust, and which was destitute 
of morality, virtue, religion, or time to sup- 
port, or sanctify it. God forbid that I should 
in any way revive the dismal horrors-of the 
mock-reformation. Nothing is more abhor- 
rent to my feelings; but duty obliges me to 
be thus far particular to prove that England 
and her descendants ought to be the very 
last in the world to harp on so sensitive a 
chord, and to censure Spain for her civil, or 
religious legislation. Although England had 
more ample means of self-defence than any 
other nation of Europe, she became a prey 
to the most revolting and horrid excesses. 
When she banished a lawful King and be- 
headed another, when she was {rightfully 
convulsed by the demoniac spirit of puritan- 
ism, and repeatedly tortured by a self-inflict- 
ed rebellion, and was finally calmed down by 
aremedy of a somewhat dubious nature, it 
must be evident to every sensible, virtuous 
mind, that it badly becomes her to run down 
Spain for her “‘ detestable Inquisition.” As if 
the world were not convinced that Spain a- 
lone by this Institution alone displayed her 
wisdom to such a degree as to elicit the ad- 
miration even of a Voltaire, by keeping at 
bay the legion-monster of heresy, and infide- 
lity, revolution, carnage and crime! The 





*See Cobbett’s Debates, Vol. IV. 


miserable Voltaire once observed, that © he 
who lives in a glass-house should not throw 
stones at his neighbor.” How badly didvhe 
apply the maxim! Has the British Govern 
ment ever done otherwise? But, perhaps it 
may be said that, the convulsions of England 
are at an end, and although its present ‘state 
cost it torrents of blood, yet she is now on so-en- 
viable a point of elevation, as to excite the en- 
vy of all the natrons of the earth.” 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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A writer for the Boston Recorder signed 
Pascal, affects to be dreadfully alarmed at 
the progress which Romanism, as he is pleas 
ed, in the old Puritanic style, to call the Ca- 
tholic religion, is making in the United 
States;—and in order to check in some mea- 
sure this growing evil, he has undertaken a 
series of essays, in which, he proposes to un- 
deceive the people of New England, in regard 
to the favorable opinion which they have be- 
gun to entertain of Popery, in its principles 
and practice. The following is the second 
No. of the series, which appeared in the 
Recorder of the 12th. Inst: under the head 
Romanism in tue Unitep Srartes.* We 





* For the information of our distant readers, it may not 
be improper here to mention, that the Recorder is a 
Calvinistic Paper of extensive circulation in the New En- 
gland States. It is published in Boston, and is the main 
channel through which the slanders and misrepresentations, 
as well foreign as domestic, which are forged against the 
Catholic religion, are communicated to all parts of the 
country. Its Fditors have ever shewn a marked hostility 
to the Catholic cause, and have always been foremost 
in vilifying and aspersing it whenever the occasion offer- 
ed: but latterly, they have redoubled their efforts and 
are, at present, doing their utmost to work upon the feazs 
of the ignorant multitude who are scattered through the 
country. They are constantly sounding forth their alarms 
about the dangerous progress of Popery, and are every 
day bawling louder and louder: but as it was in the olden 
times with the Priests of Baal, their bawling we trust 
will be of little avail and almost as little heeded by the 
sensible and the wise. ‘Truth is powerful and must ulti- 
mately prevail, maugre their idle attempts to smother it. 
We have been infurmed, whether correctly, or not we 
cannot say, that the above Paper has suffered a conside- 
rable diminution in the number of its supporters within 
the last year. We should not indeed be greatly surpris- 
ed if such were the case; for, when we consider for 2 
moment the ordinary bill of fare which this insipid Paper 
has so long been in the habit of serving up to its custom- 
ers, consisting mostly of revivals, so said, and so wished 
to be believed; of accounts of missionary labors, at 
home and abroad, great cry and little wool; of musrep- 
resentations of catholic tenets, Parson Sterne’s old 
“‘ Cheshire cheese,’’ now grown quite musty and stale; of 
accounts of Bible and tract distributions, that great 
speculation in loaves and fishes, and all such like dull, 
whining stuff a thousand times repeated,to the great annoy- 
ance of the intellectual reader, who looks for substantial 
information, or of the common reader who seeks, at least, 
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for something sensible and interesting which may render 
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shall present it to our readers as a specimen 
of the new mode of attack which is. adopted 
now, by ‘the adversaries of Truth, Weshell 
first. give the, text, -and afterwards our 
"Pext: “ Messrs. Editors,—The opinion 
is indulged by very many respectable and 
intelligent persons in our community, that 
Popery at the present day, and especially as 
as it exists in our enlightened country, is di- 
vested of those odious characteristics, which 
so justly rendered it an object of abhorrence 
to good men of past ages; and that under its 
present modified and improved form, its pro- 
gress is not so much to be deprecated. 

Correction. Messrs. Editors,—The opi- 
nion is indulged by very many respectable 
and intelligent persons in our community, 
that the Catholic religion at the present day, 
and especially a3 it now exists in our en- 
lightened country, is divested, in a great mea- 
sure, of those odious and slanderous asper- 
sions which the framers of the self-styled re- 
formation and our own Calvinistic Fore-fath- 
ers so shamefully cast upon it, and which con- 
sequently rendered it, to the destruction of in- 
numerable souls, an object of abhorrence to 
many well meaning men in past ages; and 
that under its present native form, so consist- 
ent and so replete with charms, its progress 
is by no means to be deprecated. 

Text and Correction. ‘“ The Priests, 
when they think it will subserve the interests 
of their cause,” that is, the Priests actuated 
by the best of motives, “ take great pains to 
give currency to this opinion. They call us 
very affectionately” and very truly and sin- 
cerely “‘ their separated brethren, who unhap- 
pily indulge unfounded prejudices against 
them; but these prejudices, they believe 
would all be removed if they can only have 
the opportunity of explaining the truly Catho- 
lic principles of their religion.” 

“+ A few months since, a distinguished Prelate 

- of the Romish,” that is, the Catholic “ Church, 
undertook to explain their system of faith, to a 
numerous audience in one of our southern cilies ; 
and I am informed by a gentleman who resided 
there, that the discourse was managed with great 
art,” that is, with great candour, ‘“ and con- 
tained little, or nothing to which even a conscien- 
tious Protestant could object.” It is indeed 
strange therefore, that we should continue, as 
we do in our Papers, to oppose and to black- 
en that religion which, upon a fair represen- 
tation of its tenets ‘contains little, or nothing,” 
by the acknowledgment of one of our own 
members, “to which even a conscientious 





him wiser and better; when we see, we say, such poor 
fare constantly served up, we need not be surprised that 
some of its former guests, who may have kept pace with 
the improvements of the age, should seek among the 
Restorateurs that superior food which is denied them at 
home ;—and hence the falling off — 


Protestant can object.” O! if we continue to 
pursue that line of cenduct, offering this con- 
tinual resistance to the Holy Ghost, and im- 
pugning the acknowledged truth, what defence 
shall we make at the awful tribunal of the 
Saviour? Jt is indeed hard for us’ to kick 
against the goad. Acts. 26. 14. Let us ra- 
ther follow the wise counsel of Gamaliel as re- 
corded in Acts, 5. 38. And noto therefore I 
say to you, refrain from these men, and let them 
alone: for if this counsel, or this work be of men, 
u will come to nought. But if it be of God, you 
cannot overthrow it; lest perhaps you be found 
even to fight against God. 

Text. “Is it indeed true then, that the 
lion is transformed into the Lamb? Has the 
mild and peaceful religion of the gospel, been 
substituted for the arrogant, intolerant spirit 
of Romanism? To convince us of this impor- 
tant change, we demand stronger evidence 
than the popular harangues of a Priest, whose 
interest, as well as principles, teach him to 
conceal and to accommodate.” 

Correction. Is it indeed true then, that 
what Isaias prophecied of old is come to pass, 
that the lion and the sheep shall abide together? 
Yes undoubtedly; for, this, symbolic expres- 
sion represents very forcibly the effects pro- 
duced by the grace of Jesus Christ. By 
converting the gentiles to Christianity, it has 
softened down the hardest hearts and infused 
into them a spirit of subordination and union, 
and fortified them against the attacks of the 
enemies of their salvation. ‘The lion is 
transformed into the lamb.”” The Heathen, 
the Infidel, the ferocious heretic who follow- 
ed no other law than his own lusts, softened 
by the grace of the Repeemer, is now trans- 
tormed into the lamb, the obedient, the hum- 
ble, the pious Catholic, and admitted into the 
one fold having but one shepherd, who alone is 
commissioned and authorized by Him to feed 
both lambs and sheep: Peter, Feed my lambs 
—feed my sheep. John. 21. 16. 17.—‘ Has 
the mild and peaceful religion of the Gospel, 
been substituted for the arrogant, intolerant 
spirit of Romanism,” that is of Heathen, or 
Pagan Rome? Yes, ithas, The gentleman, 
my credible informant who was present a few 
months since, when an acknowledged and dis- 
tinguished Prelate of the Romish Church under- 
took professedly to explain their system of faith 
toa numerous audience in one of our southern 
cities, testifies that the discourse he there deliv- 
ered contained lilile, or nothing to which even a 
conscientious Protestant could object. Now, 
either the explanation of the Catholic system 
of faith given on that occasion by this distin- 
guished Prelate was true and correct, or 
it was not. lf it was a true and correct 
explanation of the. Catholic system of faith, 
truly we can see no reason why we should 
not embrace it, as it contained litle, or nothing 





—= 
ject. There cain be no teason ‘ther for'our 
separation. fram the Church of. which he’is an 
acknowledged member and Teacherj—there 
can be no excuse for our present schism— 
If it ‘was not a true and correct explanation 
of the Catholic system of faith, the gentle- 
man, my credible informant, would have dis- 
tinctly stated the variation of the creed, as 
there explained and delivered;—he would 
have noted down the particular points of dis- 
agreement between the doctrine of this dis- 
tinguished Prelate, and the doctrine of the 
Council of Trent, which is universally adimit- 
ted as the standard doctrine of the Catholic 
Church. He was bound, as an honest man 
and a sincere Christian to do so,. But he 
has not done so. Therefore, we ought rea~ 
sonably to conclude, that the doctrine as-de- 
livered by this distinguished Prelate ‘ons 
public an occasion, and which was admitted 
without the least reclamation on the part of 
the Roman Catholics then and there present, 
was the true doctrine as taught by the Oath- 
olic Church; and if it was a docttine to which 
not even a conscientious Protestant could object, 
as my incredible informant assures, all sincere 
Protestants should embrace it; or, if for 
weighty reasons, such as those suggested by 
the ties of blood, or the still more weighty. 
one’s those dictated by the desire of holding 
on to the loaves and the fishes already earned, 
they will not choose to embrace it, at least 
they should in justice respect it,—and net vil- 
ify and slander it as they have constantly 
hitherto done. 


Text “And where shall we find such 
evidence? Have the Papists abandoned an 
of their absurd dogmas? Do they not: ati 
believe in, and defend the doctrines of the 
infallibility of their holy Mother Church, of the 
real presence, of peremorys of regeneration by 
baptism, &c, &e.? If they have not reform 
ed any of their fundamental. doctrines, where 
shall we look for the evidence of their. su 
posed improvement? Shall we find it in the 
practices ofthe Church? And here let, me 
inquire if the re-establishment of the cruel, 
the bloody inquisition furnishes proof of the 
liberalized policy of the court of Rome? True 
the Inquisition is not yet established in the 
United States, but it is defended, approbated, 
eulogized; and hence we may fairly conclude, 
that as soon as circumstances will warrant, 
this prominent and important limb of the pa- 
pal system, will be re-united to its kindred 
members.” ; 


Correction. It is folly, consummate fol- 
ly, for us to think that any Catholic Bishop 
would dare to undertake, as we have, to alter 
the faith of his Church; or, as we would term 
it, to improve upon this faith. As he profes- 
ses to believe this faith to have come from 
God, it would look like an attempt, on his 
part, to improve upon the gift of God... The 





that was not reasonable—hiile, or nothing to 





Catholic Church is no Weather-cock, to be 
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wwe 
tosséd to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind-of doctrine by the wickedness of men, by 
the craftiness by which they le im wait to de- 
cewe. - Eplies. 4.14. That would resemble 
too much our own, which originating, as we 
all know it did, from men and not from God, 
it improves with the march of intellect,—with 
thé improvements of men. No,—if the dis- 
tinguished Prelate, mentioned above, deliver- 
ed the true doctrine of his Church, as we 
have ‘every reason to believe he did, those 
doctrines have been ever professed by his 
Church without the alteration of a single Jota. 
And if he did not preach the true doctrines 
of his Church, he would most certainly have 
been called to order; and upon his refusal to 
submit and to retract, he would have been 
treated as the Catholic Church has ever treat- 
edj conformably to the injunction of her Di- 
vine Master, Matth. 17. 18., those who would 
hot hear her,—as she treated Martin Luther, 
John Calvin and their abettors on a former 
occasion, who were once Catholics,—and as 
she will continue to treat every innovator of 
the sacred dogmas of faith to the end of the 
world.—It is perfect nonsense, therefore, to 
inquire whether ‘ Papists,” that is, Roman 
Catholics; have abandoned any of what we 
Protestants,—some of whom believe one thing 
atid some another, tossed, as we are, to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of doc- 
itine by the wickedness of men,—viz. some 
Arians-and Unitarians, some Socinians and 
Presbyterians, some Predestinarians and Ubi- 
quitarians, some Episcopalians and Moravi- 
ans, some Calvinists and Baptists, some Me- 
thodists and Mennonists, some Arnoldists and 
Brownists, some Jumpers and Tunkers, some 
Quakers and Shakers, some Muggletonians 
ahd Hopkintonians, some Alogians and Swe- 
denborgians, some Schewenkfeldians and Jo- 
hanna Southcotians, some again Universal- 
ists and Ukewallists; who all may be consi- 
dered among the sects of modern times, as— 


«¢ __ the chief; to number o’er the rest 
And stand like Adam, naming every Beast, 
__ Were weary work; nor will the Muse describe 
A slimy born and sun begotten tribe; 
Who far from steeples and their sacred sound 
In fields their sullen conventicles found. 
‘These gross, half-animated, lumps I leave; 
Nor can I think what thoughts they can conceive. 
But, if they think at ali, ’tis sure no higher 
Than matter put in motion, may aspire 
Souls that can scarce ferment their mass of clay 
_ So. drossy, so divisible are they 
As would but serve pure bodies for allay: 
Such souls as Shards produce, such beetle things 
~~ As oily ‘baz to heaven with evening wings; 
~.* @trike in'the dark, offending but by chance, 
- . ‘Bueh are the blindfold blows of ignorance, &c.”” 
Drypen. 


th isiperfe nonsense, we repeat it, to in- 
qhite ét@ Papists,” that is, Ronian Ca- 








tholies, “ have abandoned any of” what we 
tergiversating Protestants enumerated above, 
are pleased to term, “their absurd dogmas?” 
That is whether “they still believe in, and 
defend the doctrines of the infallibility of 
their holy mother Church, of the real presence, 
of purgatory, of regeneration by baptism, &c. 
&e.?””? Because, if they ever believed in 
them, they believe in them still—for, they 
never change their belief; and if they ever 
believed in them, we may reasonably presume 
they had and could give a very good reason 
for it, which reason the distinguished Prelate, 
already alluded to, must have given, since 
“he undertook to explain their system of 
faith,”’ and must have given, so satisfactorily 
too, to the mind of my informant who was 
present, that he is forced to declare, that his 
discourse “contained little or nothing to 
which even a conscientious Protestant could 
object.”” To call, therefore, these doctrines 
absurd, would itself be indeed absurd. Be- 
sides, let us look a little into some of these 
“absurd ”’ doctrines;—perhaps upon closer 
examination we, or, at least, some of us shall 
be inclined to alter very materially our opin- 
ion in their regard. Let us take the first 
in the list of Romish, that is, Roman Catho- 
lie absurdities, the absurd doctrine of the 
infallibility of their mother Church. 

All of us will allow that our Puritanic Fa- 
thers handed down among other doctrines 
this one: that Christ the Saviour granted in- 
deed iufallibility to his Apostles, for the pur- 
pose of writing his divine oracles, but no fur- 
ther; this great prerogative of infallibility was 
intended for the writing of the sacred scrip- 
tures, and with them it ceased. Now, the 
distinguished Prelate, spoken of by the gen- 
tleman at the south, might have taken against 
this doctrine of our Fathers this broad ground, 
and maintained, that the privilege of infalli- 
bility was meant, not only for the Apostles, 
but also for their lawful successors in the 
ministry; not only for the purpose of writing 
the sacred scriptures, but likewise for preach- 
ing by word of mouth; not only, in fine, for 
their lifetime, but also to the end of the world. 
Our Fathers’ creed, moreover, was this, in 
common with the creed of most Protestants: 
the Bible is the only rule and standard of Pro- 
testant faith, and reason the sole interpreter of 
the Bible. For there is no such thing as an 
infallible Church of God on earth. Now that 
distinguished Prelate might have represented 
the doctrine of the Romish, that is, the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, to be this: that, besides 
the Bible, or the written word of God, there 
was another rule of faith, viz: the unwritten 
word of God, or tradition; and that without 
an infallible Church one could not be sure 
either of the one, of the other. Thus, then, 
the Romanists, that is, the Roman Catho- 





lics, and our good old Puritan Fathers are 
here directly opposite in their Propositions, 
for, if those are right, our Fathers must 
needs fall; and if a good old Fathers are 
right, they and their Church are equally um 
done. Now, to come to the point in ques. 
tion, at once, the distinguished Prelate might 
have proved, first, from the plain scriptures, 
and then from the simple dictates of reason 
that Christ the eternal son of God did grant, 
and must have granted to his Church, not one 
ly for the life time of the Apostles, but to 
their lawful successors in the ministry—to the 
end of the world, the gift of infallibility, 

To prove which, he had nothing else to do 
than to lay before his numerous audience, 
these plain and clear texts of the Scripture: 
“Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.” Matt. 16.18. And, 
‘if a man will not hear the Church, let him 
be to thee as a heathen and a publican,” 
Matt. 18. 17. ‘ Go ye, therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost; teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, be- 
hold, I am with you all days, even to the con- 
summation of the world.” Matt. 28. 19. 20, 
‘“‘ And I will ask the Father, and he shall 
give you another Paraclete, that he may 
abide with you forever, the Spirit of Truth. 
He shall abide with you.” John, 14. 16, 17, 
And St. Paul to the Ephesians, 4. 11. “ and 
some, indeed, he gave to be Apostles, and 
some Prophets, and others Evangelists, and 
others Pastors and Teachers.” And 14, 
‘That we may not now be children tossed to 
and fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the wickedness of men, by 
cunning craftiness, by which they lie in wait 
to deceive.” Whence he might have argued 
thus: The Lord, according to the Apostle, 
has established the ministry, in order that we 
may not be like children tossed to and fro, 
and carried away with every wind of doctrine: 
but for that purpose it is necessary, that that 
ministry be infallible; as otherwise it would 
not hinder us from being tossed to and fro 
with every wind of doctrine. 

But our Fathers, had they been present, 
would undoubtedly have answered, that this 
privilege of infallibility was personal, and con- 
fined to the Apostles of Christ, with whom it 
was to expire. That is to say, he would im- 
mediately have rejoined, that the eternal 
Wisdom of God has thought fit, to reveal di- 
vine and supernatural truths, and to make 
their steady belief an indispensable means of 
salvation, according to this plain text of St. 
Mark, 16. 16. “ He that believeth not, shall 
be condemned.” And that the same Wisdom 
of God, has, after the short life-time of the 
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Apostles, abandoned the same divine Truths 
to thé fallible, wild, extravagant fancies of 
men, rendering it thus impossible to be sure, 
with divine and supernatural faith, 1st. of the 
very existence of the word of God; 2dly, of 
its faithful translation from the original texts; 
Sdly, of its preservation in its primitive purity 
and integrity; 4thly, in fine, of the true 
meaning of any one individual text of the 
Scripture: for, take away, for a moment, the 
infallibility of the Church, what ground will 
be left for believing any one of the above 
points with divine and supernatural faith? 
What other than the human and fallible testi- 
mony of man? And can this be a foundation 
for an act of divine and supernatural faith? 
No, such an. act cannot rest but on a divine 
foundation; such as the Divine and unerring 
authority of the Church, which Christ in the 
above passages has established. From this 
it follows, that, if Christ deprived his Church 
of the gift of infallibility after the Apostolic 
age, he has made it metaphysically impos- 
sible for every man, since the time of the 
Apostles down to the end of the world, to 
know and to believe any individual Truth 
with an absolute, supernatural and divine faith, 
For, in that case, there being no. infallible 
guide upon earth, all will be fallible; all will 
he uncertain; all will be floating; all will be 
wavering opinion; all will be thinking; all, in 
fine; will rest on the poor and fallible brain 
ofman. Now, who would dare to maintain 
that’a God of infinite Wisdom could have 
established such an absurd and monstrous 
system? As well might it be said, that 
Christ established his Church but for the 
life-time of the Apostles; but no, Christ be- 
stowed infallibility on his Church for these 
ends, viz: for the purpose of introducing the 
truths of Christianity without error into the 
world, of preserving them in their original 
purity, and of transmitting them in the same 
state,to all future generations to the consum- 
mation of time; and for the very same impor- 
tant purposes, it always was, is, and will be 
necessary. For, take it away, and presently 
divine faith will be turned into mere opinion, 
certainty into uncertainty, and unity into a 
thousand opposite and extravagant Sects. 

So much, then, for the absurd doctrine of 
the infallibility of their holy Mother Church. 
It must have been equally easy for that dis- 
tinguished Prelate, to explain the grounds of 
the other absurd doctrines of the Romish, that 
is, the Roman Catholic Church already men- 
tioned, such as, the real presence, purgatory, 
regeneration by Baptism, &c. to his numerous 
audience, since after the discourse, notwith- 
standing their great absurdity, they were ren- 
dered so little objectionable to even a consci- 
entious Protestant. But our limits will not 


THE, JPSUIRy 
We must 


} st say a word, or two, on the bloody 
Inquisition, before we conclude,—that engine 
of State policy, which still exists in some Eu- 
ropean countries—but with which religion 
has no more to do, than it had when the same 
far more formidable Institution existed in 
England under another name, during the reign 
of the tyrannical and bloody Elizabeth; or 
when it existed in Holland under the infa 
mous Calvinist Sonoi, and deluged the coun- 
try with blood; or when it existed in a neigh- 
boring state, under the direction of Calvin & 
Co. and proved so terrible to Servetus, Gen- 
tilis, Felix Mans, Rotman, Barmevald, &c. 
not to mention Bolsec, Grotius, and hun- 
dreds of others who were banished, though 
Protestants, or otherwise persecuted for their 
religious opinions, by the same merciful Pro- 
testant Inquisition; or as it existed in our own 
beloved, meek-eyed Massachusetts in the 
days of our Puritan fore-fathers, when the 
poor Quakers were made to dance upon noth- 
ing, and when, fortunately, there was not a 
single Romanist, that is, a Roman Catholic 
in the whole state, otherwise he would un- 
doubtedly have had to experience, in a ten- 
fold degree, allthe tender mercies of the 
Massachusetts Inquisition, when that engine 
was wielded by the folerating, soul-saving spi- 
rit of our calvinistic ancestors,—who, as we 
all know, have ever been remarkable for their 
partiality to other Denominations of Chris- 
tians wherever they enjoyed power, especi- 
ally to Romanists, that is, Roman Catholics: 
so that, in truth, we may say of this Tribu- 
nal, to our Brother Calvinistic Editors, who 
open so frequently and so loudly upon it, 
what Horace, with admirable vivacity, says 
in his first Satire, 69th line: 

‘* Quid rides ? mutato nomine, de te 

Fabula narratar.’’ 
Having grown somewhat rusty in our, Latin, 
we shall not pretend to a very literal transla- 
tion of the above line; but, for the benefit of 
our English readers,—we shall tender them 
at least the-sense of it. 
‘‘_What are you grumbling and growling 
at, Brother Calvinist Editors? Change only 
the name, and the case is that of your own 
Puritan Fathers,’—Before we Calvinists, 
therefore, with any grace, can, take the li- 
berty of inveighing against the Romanists 
for their Inquisition in Spain, we should en- 


deavour to blot out the bloody stains left by |‘ 


our own unfortunate Inquisition against the 
Quakers. This we have, for ourselves, en- 
deavoured to do—It is the course we have 
begun to pursue, as you may have perceived 
in our Recorder of the 12th, Inst: under the 
Head Persecution. We have there attempt- 
ed to shew that if our Puritan Ancestors 
sometimes employed the Inquisition in Massa- 





suffer us, at present, to dwell any longer on 


this part of the subject; As-——— 


. “The Puritans,” we there say, quoting 
from Orme’s "Mewolrd the only brite Bare 
even had just views on the subject, * left their 
houses—the birth and burial place of their 
fathers—with their wives and children cros- 
sed an ocean &e.—and came and. 
themselves of unwholesome swamps, and hill 
tops covered with forests—with this. chief 
earthly object—that the flame of or 
truth might burn upon an altar rade lof new 
earth and unhewn stone: and inthe spot 
which they had bought &c,— d ey are 
now accused of intolerance, because, they’ 
pleased—after purchasing’ at such a price, # 
natural right—to set up bars’ of exclusion) 
and simply desired to live alone, They 
not even servants with them, who were not 
of their sentiments in religion as. in every 
thing else; so. that according to the per 
moderate maxim of government—theit Jlae 
laws as they are styled are legitimate,--and 
yet they are now often times ridiculed ané 
despised: &c.—But we are told—who knows 
how often?—that the good people of Massa- 
chusetts were outrageously intolerant—be- 
cause they drove out the Quakers from theip 
borders—that is to say, because they did not 
rescind laws made in the hour of their devo- 
tion and misery—and the good effeet ‘of which 
they had found in that attractive. Pigenesis ; 
which delighted the vision of these Frienc 
—hecause these clement Quakers insisted 
upon it that they would come into ‘the Pré¥ 
ince and break existing laws as they: pledsed 
and were legally punished—because these 
first colonists held firmly the prineiple that 
they were bound to keep their children as 
far as possible from the roads of ‘error— 
they are all proclaimed intolerant’ bigots.”"&e? 
Thus have we attempted to justify thé'In2 
quisition of our Puritan Fathers, as ‘fat! 
they indeed can be justified. But as vera= 
cious and faithful Editors, who havé ‘forttied 
a Tar more favorable opinion of thé Romaitets; 
since the slanders heaped upon them ‘by 'otr 
fore fathers have been in a great meastite Fe- 
moved, and especially ‘since our southern 
Protestant Correspondent has declared hat 
in the discourse pronounced a few mb) “shice 
by a distinguished Prelate of the Romish, that 
the Roman Catholic Church,  béfore ‘a’ yiaihe- 
rous audience in one of our southern cities, there 
was little or nothing to which even a conscien- 
tious Protestant could object, we must declare, 
nay our duty as Editors'compels us to declare, 
that every one of the reasons which ‘justify 
the Inquisition of the Puritans, equally justi- 
fies the Inquisition of Spain—  “" * * *** 
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Coup we see the true value.of a, soul dt 
were impossible we should so cheaply: xpose 
it to ruin: Only the God that. makes t knows 
its worth. It is the masterpiece of his 
work, and the most: of elf. 
It is spiritual like him, it is intelligent apd wie 
like him. All the things ofthis work 
are nothing to.compare to it: "hs made to 
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chusetts, it was owing to particular circumstan- 
ces. 
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EO of that faith, whereby @ man a he. 
ex-|lieves certainly, that his sine are forgiven, 
efore | but of the faith, whereby, the paralytic and 


ani i ae sets or ear Coe acd nee ‘folk other sick persons believed, that they could 
OF JUSTIFYING al i. pes faith and a cae “is certain | be 1 as is evident from the conte 
— a . at th ot excluded. ‘But now that 1, An ob tion is brought f db "i 
ey are not exclude uae s arware by & 
[coxcxupEp ron 3* 1108 Sony this is the meaning of the Apostle, is evident from the ‘ postles’ Creed: Ibelieve in the re. 


1. In relation tocslitaagiie, our, Adversa- 
ries maintain three opinions—Ist that faith 
alone justifies the sinner. "@. The certain be- 
lief, that their sims are forgiven on account of 
the merits of Christ. » 3. That this faith is 
distinct from historical faith and the belief of 
miracles. The Calvinists maintain three 
other opinions. 1. That justifying Faith is giv- 
en to the predestined alone. 2. That when it 
is once obtained it cannot be lost. 3. That 
it makes a man sure and certain of his justi- 

fication, perseverance, " predestination,” and 
eternal life. Hence arise many important 
questions. 

First Question. 

: ‘Does Faith alone justify a man? First, it 
is certain that faith does not justify a man for- 
tially : because the form, whereby a man is ren- 
dered thus just is not faith, but justice. Ac- 
cording to our doctrine it is inherent justice ; but 
according to that of our adversaries, wputed 
justice. Secondly, it is certain that not faith 
alone justifies a man, so far as disposition is 
concerned, but also fear, hope, charity, and 
penance. For, concerning faith, it is written 
in Rom. 3. 28. For we account a man to be 
justified by faith; Likewise of the others it 
is mentioned, Ecclesiast. 1. 28. He who is 
without fear cannot be juslified. Prov. 28. 25. 
He that trusteth in the Lord shall be healed. 
Jno. 3. 14. He who loveth not, remaineth in 
death. Acts: 2. 28. Do penance and be bap- 
tized every one of you for the remission of ‘sins, 
Thirdly, it is doubtful whether faith alone 
can be said to justify a man, because, it alone 
apprehends the justice of Christ, as our Ad- 
yersaries affirm. We here draw a distinc- 
tion. It is true that faith alone apprehends 
the justice of Christ; but it is false that we 
are justified, by the justice of Christ alone 
as apprehended by faith: and consequently it 
is false, that in this sense faith alone justi- 

es a man. 

Objections. 

3. The first objection is brought from that 
of Rom. 3. 28. For we account a man to be 
justified by faith without the works of the law. 
Also Ephes. 2. 8. You are saved by faith (9) 
pot of works—Hence our Adversaries infer, 
that a man is justified by faith alone, because 
the Apostle opposes faith te works. When 
therefore he asserts that a man is justified by | way 
faith, without works, he excludes al! works, 
except faith: 
fear, hope, Jove.and penance, We answer, 


therefore he excludes acts of| ward as proofs that faith alone justifies, yet, 


from the context; wherein he shews, that 
neither the Jews, from the bare observance of 
the Mosaic law, nor the Gentiles on account 
of the good works they performed before they 
were called to the faith, had, or could have ob- 
tained the justice of God, but by faith in 
Christ: that this faith was the beginning of 
salvation and justification; and that it was 
not given to them in consequence of their 
preceding works, but was the free gift of God. 
Vide. St. August. lib. de. rege. Sancto- 
tum. cap. 7. 

4, Second Objection. Man 5 justified gra- 
tuitously, and consequently by faith alone. 
Rom. 3.24. Being justified freely by his grace. 
We reply. Justification is called free, not 
because that it is of faith alone, but because 
we do not deserve it by any works, either of 
faith, or that precede it. Conc. Trident. 
Sess. 6. cap. 8. 

5. Third Objection. The Scripture makes 
mention of faith alone, when it speaks of jus- 
tification and the remission of sins, Luke, 7. 
50. Thy faith had made thee whole: Jno. 1. 12. 
He gave them power to be made the sons of God, 
to them that believe in his name. Also Jno. 3. 
36. He that believeth in his Son, hath life ever- 
lasting. We reply. That as the Scripture 
sometimes mentions faith alone, so it some- 
times mentions charity alone: St. Luke, 7, 
47. Many sins are forgiven her, because she 
hath loved much, 


Second Question. 


6. Does justifying faith consist in the be- 
lief that all sins are forgiven on account of 
the merits of Christ? Our adversaries an- 
swer in the affirmative. But they are wrong: 
first, because they assert that nothing should 
be believed, as of faith, but what is found in 
the Scripturé; but it is not found therein that 
Luther and Calvin’s sins are forgiven them; 
therefore, they should not believe it, as of 
faith—Secondly, because, if they believe 
with certainty, that their sins are forgiven, 
the expression Forgive us our trespasses, would 
be superfluous. Thirdly, the texts of Scrip- 
ture which they produce in favor of justifying 
faith are priticipally the following. Matt. 9. 
2. Jesus seeing their faith said to the man sick 
of palsy: Be of good heart, son, thy sins are 
forgiwen thee. Also Luke 17. 19. Go thy 

, thy faith hath made the whole. These 
aid this like texts our Adversaries bring fot- 


mission of sins. to lo purpose: for, the 
sense of that article isnot, I believe that my 
sins are forgiven, but: L believe and profess 
that in the Catholie Church there is the git. 
of the remission of sins, which is received by 
Baptism and the other Sacraments: Hence 
the expression: I believe in the remission of 
sins, is explained in the Nicene Creed.» J 
confess one Baptism for the remission of’ sins, 
The Catechumens, who before baptism, both 
believed and received the whole Creed did 
not already receive, but expected to obtain 
that remission by Baptism. 

[To BE cONTINUVED.] 
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